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Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) is a growing area that has many issues associated with it.  While only relatively new, FOSS has been a major part of computer society for quite some time now.  When examining the ethics of FOSS there are many areas to take into consideration.  These areas include the ethics behind what FOSS is, the legal implications of the FOSS licenses and what they mean for other licenses, and the issues FOSS runs into when contending with software patents and the ethical problems associated with this.
The Free Software Foundation (FSF) is one of the leading organizations promoting the idea of free software.  According to their website, “To use free software is to make a political and ethical choice asserting the right to learn, and share what we learn with others.  Free software has become the foundation of a learning society where we share our knowledge in a way that others can build upon and enjoy.” [Free Software Foundation 2009].  This statement says much about the ethics the FSF takes into consideration for promoting the ideas of FOSS.
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